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Licence is. «ins =o the End of Govern- 
ent, and popular Humour for its Origine, 
No Reverence for the Laws, no Attach- 
SHentto the'Conftitution, little Attention ro 
Matters of Conſequeiice, and great Alterca- 
tion mg THIS: uch idle Projets abour = 
; and Government, as if "the Public | 

general Contempt of 

A — 1 and Humane, an In- 

difference a aut the prevailing Opinions, 

- Whether they tend td produce Order, or 

Diſorder, to promote the Empire of God or 

he Devil : gr are fron Symptoms that 

rongly ma er prelent Age; and this, 

ä . 1 Pale been the Caſe, if a Ne- 

gleQ of Religion had not made Way for it. 

Wænæxx the Jews accuſed Pau! upon reli- 

. gious Matters, und Points uf their Law, be- 
pi: ' Gallio, the Roman M agiſtrate; it is 
faid, that GALLIO cared for none of thoſe 
| Thing . And it is to e fegred, there gre 
not 4 few Magiſtrates, in this Chriſtian 
Country, who think with the ſame Indiffe ” 
rence on the Subject of Religion. Herb 

' nevertheleſs,” they judge amiſs, and ar 
_ much wanting" chi. — «For; 11 
though it be admitted, that the Magiſtrate's 
peculiar Object, is the tempora ral Welfare of 
the State; yet, this will by no-Means ex- 
elode a proper Care about the prevailin 
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1 08 Wos Care muſt be taken, that good 
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thoſe who compole hy 14-4 
wand Wo gw 1 8 yain, to depend on che otẽ 
Form, th fo Conftitution,: and Structure 
. N ; While the Majority! are eber 
eb, by their inward: ays oſ think: 
har which at Times will break: ont and 
oy theml elves ape e to > all womens. 21 
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wes is an 2 as mida 
his. Paſſions, and his.Reaſon;; Bis Paſſions: 


and, have therefore a mighty Effect an why | Y | = | 


_ often-urging him to great Evils, — = 
e furniſhing Means to atchieve hem, | 


o tame this Animal, and make him a- 
1 to Order, to inure him wih a 


ME. of Juſtice. and Virwe,, to witli-bold: | 
Rum, f rom. all Courſes b * F gar. andene eon 
pil; 254 * 
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to faſhion-and a Bini for ſciety, Hath 
been the Aim of civil and religious Inſtitu- 
tions; and in all Times, the Endeavour 0 
8 = and iſe Men. The a pteſt Method 
5 1 attainin 


judged a proper Education. 
an a Men's Actions ate an Effect of cen 


(e) 
rage him in his Duty 


E this End, hath wt N. always 
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Principles; that is, of their Notivns; their 
Beli 


veſt in the ripe State of Manhood. How 
lightly : ſoever ſome Men may ſpeak of No- 


tions; yet, ſo long as the Soul governs the © 
Body, Mens Notions muſt mfldence theix 
Aftions, my" or erg 55 as 475 1 1 3 


wa Notions and Op iche ave: 4 Kol 


ſtant Check on our A NY and Balance 


_ 


„ their Perſuaſiohz; it Huff be adm. 
ted, that Principles early town in the Mind; 
are the Seeds which produce Fruit and Hare 


to our Paſſions ;- and, although they may 


not in every Inſtance 9 0 rule, yet 
they will never fail, ſtrongly to affect both 


the one, and the attire, hat is it that 
bridles the-impetuous Defires of Men? That 


reſtrains them hen they are driven by the 
moſt violent Paſſions? In a Word, what is 
it that renders this World habitable, but the 


ary ** ee Order, Virtue, and 
e e 


ä 1 
the Eye of the. Magiſtrate alone, id ſuffict- 
ent to keep Mankinq in Awe. But, if everx 
Man's Heart as ſet ta do all the Miſchief 
his Appetite ſhould prompt him ta, as oſt 
as Opportunity and Segreey preſented them 
ſelves, there could be no Living in the 


4 


Fes this will detract nothing from their 
Truth and Uſefulneſs. To place this Mat- 


marks on the modern prevailing Spirit, and 


> 


ons. 


Gn There muſt therefore, of Neceflh 
in a well ordered State, be a certain 8 


Nee 
DN A” yſtem 
of Salutary Notions, a prevailing Set of O- 
Pinions, acquired either by private Rea- 
ion and Reſſection, or taught and inſtilled 
by the general Reaſon of the Public; that 
is, by the Law of the Land. True it is, 
that where Men either cannot, or will not, 
uſe their own Reaſon; think and examine 
for themſelves; in ſuch Caſe, the Notions 
taught or inſtilled into their Minds, are em- 
braced rather by the Memory, than the 
Judgment. Nor will it be any Objection to 
ſay, that theſe are Prejudices; inaſmuch, 
as they are therefore, neither the leſs uſe- 
ful, nor the leſs true, although their Proofs 
may not be underſtood by all Men. 
| 3 JUDICEs are Notions, or Opinions, 
which the Mind entertains without knowing 
the Grounds and Reaſons of them, and 
which are aſſented to without Examination. 
The firſt Notions which take Poſſeſſion of the 
Minds of Men, with regard to Duties ſocial, 
moral, and civil, may therefore be juſtly 


ſtyled Prejudices. The Mind of a young 
Creature cannot remain empty. If you do 
not put into it that which is good, it will be 
ſure to receive that which is bac. 
Do what you can, there will ſtill be a 
Bias from Education; and if ſo, is it not 
30. - E luaudable 


laudable and uſeful to Society ? This Bias - 
ſtill operates, although it may not always 
prevail. The Notions firſt inſtilled, have 
the earlieſt Influence, take the deepeſt Root: 
and generally are found to give a Colour 
and Complexion to the ſubſequent Lives of 
Men, inaſmuch as they are in Truth the 
great Source of humane Actions. It is not 
Gold; or Honour, or Power, that moye 
Men to act, but the Opinions they entertain 
of thoſe Things. Hence it follows, that if 
a Magiſtrate ſhould ſay, or think, no Mat- 
ter what Notions Men embrace, I will take 


Heed to their Actions; therein he ſhewetli 


his Weakneſs, for ſuch as are Men's No- 
tions, ſuch will be their Deeds. 
Fox a Man to do, as he would be done 
by; to love his Neighbour as himſelf ; to 
honour his Superiors ; to believe that God 
ſcans all his Actions, and will reward or 


guilty of Falſhood, or Injuſtice, hurts himſelf 
more than any orie elſe : Are not theſe ſuch 
Notions, and Principles, as every wiſe Ga- 
vernor, or Legiſlator, would covet above 
all Things to have firmly rooted in the 
Mind of every Individual under his Care. 
This is allowed; even by the Enemies of 
Religion, who would fain have it thought 
the Off- ſpring of State Policy, | honouring 
its Uſefulneſs at the ſame Time that they 
diſparage its Truth 5 What cherefore can- 


| thoſe alone who open their Eyes, and took. 


„ 8 
not be acquired by ro" Man's Reaſoning, 
mult be introduced by Precept, and riveted 
by Cuſtom ; that is to ſay, the Bulk of 
Mankind muſt in all civilized Societies, 
have their Minds by timely Inſtruction well 
ſeaſoned and furniſhed with proper Notions, 


which, although the Grounds or Proofs 


thereof be unknown to them, will neverthe- - 
leſs influence their Conduct, and ſo far ren- 
der them uſeful Members of the State. But 

if you ſtrip Men of theſe their Notions, or 
if you will Prejudices, with Regard to Mo- 
deſty, Decency, Juſtice, Charity, and the 


like; you will ſoon find them ſo many 


Monſters, utterly unfit for humane Society. 
I DESIRE it may be conſidered, that moſt 
Men want Leiſure, Opportunity, or Facul-, 


ties, to derive Concluſions from their Prin= | 
 ciples, and eſtabliſh Morality on a Founda- 


tion of humane Science. True it is, (as St. 
Paul obſerves) that The inviſible Things of 


= from the Creation of the World, are 


clearly ſeen. * And from thence the Duties 


of natural Religion may be diſcovered.” But 


theſe Things are ſeen and diſcovered by 


narrowly for them. Now, if you look | 
throughout the World, you. ſhall find but 


few of theſe narrow Inſpectors and Inquirers, 


very few who make it their Buſineſs to ana- 


„ 1 | 
 Iyſe Opinions, and purſue them to their ra- 
tional Source, to examine whence Truths 
ſpring, and how they are inferred. In 
ſhort, you ſhall find all Men full of Opin 
ons, but Knowledge only in a few. _ 
Ir is impoſhble from the Nature and Cir- 
cumſtances of humane Kind, that the Mul- 
titude ſhould be Philoſophers, or that they 
ſhould know Things in their Cauſes. We 
ſee every Day, that the Rules, or Conclu- 
ſions alone, are ſufficient for the Shop-keeper 
to ſtate his Account, the Sailor to navigate 
his Ship, or the Carpenter to meaſure his 
Timber; none of which underſtand the 

Theory; that is to ſay, the Grounds and 

Reaſons either of Arithmetic or Geometry. 
Even ſo in moral, political, and religious 

Matters, it is manifeſt that the Rules and 

Opinions early imbibed at the firſt Dawn 

of Underſtanding, and without the leaſt 

Glimpſe of Science, may yet produce ex- 

cellent Effects, and be very uſeful ta the 

World: And that in Fact they are ſo, wilt 
be very viſible to every one who ſhall ob⸗ 

_ ſerve what pafſeth round about him, Is 
may not be amiſs to inculcate, that the Dif- 
ference between Prejudices and other Opi- 

nions doth not confift in this; that the for- 

mer are falſe, and the latter true; but in 
this, that the former are taken upon Truſt. 
and the latter acquired by Reaſoning. He 
who hath been * ta believe the Im- 
e | BA 1 mortality 
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mortality of the Soul, may be as right in 
his Notion, as he who hath reaſoned him - 
ſelf into that Opinion. It will then by no 
Means follow, that becauſe this or that No- 

tion is a Prejudice, it myſt be therefore falſe. 
The not diſtinguiſhing between Prejudices 


and Errors, is a prevailing Overſight among 
opr modern Free-Thinkers. 1275 75 


* „ » * 


TukERE may be indeed certain mere Pre- 
judices or Opinions, which, having no Rea · 
ſons either aſſigned or aſſignable to ſupport 
them, are nevertheleſs entertained by the 
Mind, becauſe they intruded betimes into it. 
Such may be ſuppoſed falſe, not becauſe 
they were early learned, or learned without 
their Reaſons; but becauſe there are in 
Truth no Reaſons to be given for them. 
CkxxTalxLr, if a Notion may be con- 
cluded falſe, becauſe it was early imbibed, | 
ar becayſe it is with moſt Men an Object of 
| Belief rather than of Knowledge, one may 
by the ſame Reaſoning - conclude ſeveral | 
\ Propoſitions of Euclid to be falſe. A ſim 
ple Apprehenſion of Concluſions as taken in 

themſelves, without the Deductions of Sci- 

"ence, is what falls to the Share of Mankind 

in general. Religious Awe, the Precepts of 
Parents and Maſters, the Wiſdom of Legi- 

| flators, and the accumulated Experience of 
Ages, ſupply the Place of Proofs and Rea- 
ſonings with the Vulgar of all Ranks: I 
Hay, that Diſcipline, national Cov: 

RE ſtitution 
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» 4 
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ititution, and Laws Humane or Divine, are 
ſo many plain Land-Marks which guide. 
them into the Paths herein it is preſumed 
ther ought to Al. ho90-65), 63 
_ . From what hath been premiſed, it plain- 
ly appears, that in the Bulk, of Mankind 
Here are, and muſt be Prejudices 3 that 8, | 
Opinions taken upon Truſt; or in ther 
Words, that there are Points gf Faith a-: 
mong all Men whatſoever, as well as a- 
mong Chriſtians... And as it is evident, that 
the unthinking Part of every Age, Sex, and 
Condition among us, muſt neceſſarily re- 
1 ceive Notions with the Suhmiſſion of Faith, 
(i it is very reaſonable that they ſhauld fub: 
| mit their Faith-to the greateſt Aythorities 
| Humane and Divine, the Law and the Gol- 
pel. Bat if once all Reverence for theſe be 
deſtroyed, our Pretenders to | moral Know- 
ledge will haye no Authority ta imbue the 
M ultitude with ſych Notions as may con- 
troll their Appetites. From all which it 
folloys, that the modern Schemes of gur 
Free- Thinkers, who. pretend to ſeparate 
Morality from Religion, haw rational ſo- 
ever they may ſeem to their Admirers, are 
in Truth and Effect moſt irrational and per- 
nicious to ciyil Society. r. 


Lr any one, who thinks at all, conſider 
. | the Savage State of undiſciplined Men, 
| { whole Minds are nurtured to no Doctrine, 
peo by uc Iaſtruction, governed by no 

210 —  Frinciph, 
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—S 
Principle. Let him at the ſame Time re- 
flect on a Society of Perſons educated in the 
Principles of our Church, formed betimes 
to fear God, to reverence their Superiors, 
to be grateful to their BenefaQors, forgiv- 
ing to their Enemies, juſt and charitable to 
all Men; and he will then be able to judge 
of the Merits of thoſe who are ſo active to 
weed out the Prejudices of Education. 
Ao the many wild Notions broached 
in theſe giddy Times, it muſt be owned that 
fome of our Declaimers againſt Prejudice, 
have wrought themſelyes into a Sort of E- 
ſteem for Savages, as à virtuous and unpre- 
judiced People. In Proof of which, they 
alledge their being free from many Vices 
practiſed in civilized Nations. To which I 
anſwer, that it 1s very true, among Savages 
there are few Inftances to be found of Lux- 
ury, Avarice, or Ambition; not that the 
contrary Virtues take Place, but becauſe the 
Opportunities and Faculties for ſuch Vices, 


U 


are voy: For the ſame Reaſon, you 
do not ſee them in Brutes. RE, 


Wär they eſteem and admire in thoſe 
Creatures is not Innocence, but Ignorance; 

It is not Virtue, but Neceſſity. Give them 

but the Means of tranſgreſſing, and they 
know no Beunds. For — K 2 1 Ss 
the Water-drinking Savage with ſtrong Lt | 


quor, and he ſhall be drunk for ſeveral 
Hays and Nights together, Again z we 


(ts) 


admit an uneducated Savage knows not how q 


to ſupplant a Rival with the refined Trea- | 


chery of a Courtier; yet, if you put his 
Fee once in his Power, you ſhall ſoon ſee 
what a horrible Reliſh and Delight the 
Monſter hath in Cruelty, . | 
ABovx all others, religious N otions, as”: 
if you will, Prejudices, 5 
been already obſeryed, detracts nothing 
from- their Truth and Uſefulneſs) have the 
moſt Influence, they are the ſtrongeſt Curb 
from Vice, and the moſt effectual Spur to 
worthy Conduct. And indeed, whether we 
_ conſider the Reaſon of Things, or the Prae- 
tice of Men in all Times, we ſhall be ſatiſ- 
fied, that nothing truly great, and good, 
can enter into the Heart of one attached to 
no Principles of Religion, who believes no 
Providence, who neither fears H ell, nor 
a for Heaven. 1 
PUNISHMENTS and Rewards have always 
hed.” and always will have the greateſt 
Weight with Men; and as the moſt conſi- 
derable of both Kinds are ropoſed by Re- 
ligion, the Duties whereof fall in with the 
Views of the civil Magiſtrate; it undenia- | 
bly follows, that nothing can add more 
Strength to a good and righteous Govern- 
ment, than Religion. Therefore it mainly 
concerns Governors to keep an attentive 
Eye on the Religion of their Subjects. And 
indeed, 1t 1s one * to Magiſtrate and 
Feople, 


ince this, as hath 


P 5 - J 4 - 
143 4 ; , 
{ 2 
4 * 


Peof ple, Prince and Set: Keep my | Cole 1 
pho of te and live; and my Law as The 29 8 
Ple of thine Eye. * 
ALTHovcn it is no cure from 
what hath been ſaid, that Men ſhould be 
debarred the free Uſe of Reaſon and Inqui- 
| , ſurely it will follow, that without | 
RAR, Reaſon, a Man ſhould not reject 
ea Notions which have been inftilled = 
the Laws and Education of his Country. 
And even they who think they have ſuch 
Reaſon, have nevertheleſs no Right of dic- 
tating to others. It is true, a Commiſſion 
from Heaven is ſuperior to all humane Pre- 
judices, Inſtitutions, and Re par whatſo- 
ever. Arid it is wiſe, although at the 
Riſque of Liberty, or Life, to oben God 
rather than Man. But our modern Refor- 
mers of Prejudice, have nothing to plead of 
; that Eind. 

Tuknkx is no Magiſtrate ſo ignorant as 
not to know that Power, phyſical Power, 
reſides in the People; but Authority is from 

| Opinion, which Authority is neceſſary w 7. 

| reſtrain and dire& the People's Power; and 
therefore Religion is the great Stay and 
Support of a State. Every Religion that 

inculcates Virtue, and di courageth Vice, 

J ſo far of publick Benefit. The Chriſtian 

|| Rcligioridoth not only do this, but — 


* Pros. Ch. vii Ver. 3. 
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